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CURT’S CORNER
Dr. Curt Kruschwitz

December is one of my favorite 
months of the year: not because it’s al-
ways the easiest – it’s not! Not because 
of all the festivities – they, too, can 
overwhelm. And certainly not because 
of the traffic – we’ve learned to avoid 
Short Pump at all costs on weekends!

December is one of my favorite 
months because of the promise it 
brings. The season of Advent, which 
starts four Sundays before Christmas, 
has a way of drawing me closer to 
Christ. Of making me more aware of his 
presence. Of reminding me the impor-
tance of waiting in hope.

Advent literally means “waiting,” and 
each year Advent reminds us to fix our 
sights on the promises of God that of-
ten are fulfilled in surprising, least-ex-
pected ways. Each year, Advent re-
minds us that God’s not done with us, 
that God brings new life out of heart-
ache, and that with Christ, everything is 
possible.

We’ll have several resources and 
events this month designed to help 
you in your advent journey. If you hav-
en’t picked one up already for yourself 
or a  neighbor, grab a devotional guide 
Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2022. 
With daily readings and meditations, it 
will guide your thoughts as you prepare 
for the coming of Christ again each day.  

In addition, following Acts 1:8, we’re 
partnering with a number of local, na-
tional, and international groups to give 
you the opportunity to support king-
dom work all across the world. You can 
read about The Giving Map on page 6. 
Giving to those in need is a great way to 
demonstrate our hope in Christ. I hope 
you’ll prayerfully consider how you can 

support those in need this year.  
And we’ll be hosting a number of ser-

vices and events that will also serve 
to help you prepare for Christmas. Our 
own Jessica Stanley has written our 
Christmas play this year, Mary’s Hope 
Chest. Join us on Sunday, December 11 
at 5:00 pm in our Multipurpose Room 
to watch Mary’s Hope Chest come to 
life. Through narrative and song, they’ll 
share the story of Jesus with a new gen-
eration. Afterwards, we’ll have a recep-
tion to finish off the night. Our church 
family is invited to bring finger food to 
share.

Finally, we return to our sanctuary 
this year for our beloved family-friend-
ly Candlelight Christmas Eve service 
on Saturday, December 24 at 5:30 pm. 
Together, we’ll celebrate the magic and 
mystery of that first Christmas as we 
worship through song and the lighting 
of candles. This year, we’re asking those 
who plan to come to register, so that we 
can plan appropriately for the crowd.  
You may register by signing the list in 
the foyer of the sanctuary, the MPR, or 
by going to www.goochlandchurch.org.

Christmas morning, we’ll have our a 
song-filled worship service at 9:30 am, 
but no Sunday School afterwards.  We 
encourage folks to celebrate with  their 
friends and loved ones.

There’s plenty to do this month. Per-
haps the most important thing we can 
do, though, is to wait with hope, trusting 
that God’s not finished with us. Trusting 
that just as he came in the form of a 
child in a manger, he still comes into our 
lives in the  most surprising and unex-
pected ways today.



Deacon Minutes
Betsy Alvis

Do you forget what you’re doing 
when you go through a doorway 
and enter another room? Well, I 
personally am famous for it. On 
any given day, my family will at-
test they will hear me say, “What 
did I come in here for?” 

Psychologists have actually giv-
en this problem a name. It’s called 
the Doorway Effect. Essential-
ly it is believed that by crossing 
through a doorway and entering 
another room you create a “men-
tal blockage” in the brain. While 
my brain may temporarily block 
what I needed when I walked 
through the door, I usually do re-
member after a few minutes. 

I recently visited the Ark En-
counter in Williamstown, KY.  As 
I reflect on my experience, I am 
reminded of the doors that God 
has provided us. Some doors are 
meant to be closed and others 
are meant to be open. We all know 
the story of Noah and the Ark, but 
seeing the life size replica and the 
museum inside really gave me a 
much different perspective than 
from my childhood memory.

God told Noah to build the Ark 
with just one door. After Noah, his 
family, and the animals were in-
side. God shut the door! God res-
cued those inside and the wicked 
world outside perished. Fortu-
nately for us, God loved the world 
so much that he sent his son, Je-
sus to be our ark. He is the door. If 
anyone enters by him, he will be 
saved. (John 10:9) 

So the next time you cross 
through a doorway, instead of 
worrying over what you forgot, 
remember what Christ did for us. 
Let the doorway serve as a re-
minder that Jesus’ door is always 
open. The only thing we have to 
do is choose to step inside and be 
rescued.
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SHARON'S UPDATES
Sharon Condrey

Consider the shepherds. They were only going about their everyday work 
tending their sheep. They had no expectation of hearing from God, or heavenly 
angels, or anything divine – after all, no genuinely divine prophetic voice had 
been experienced for nearly 500 years! Not knowing the momentous event 
that was about to occur, their thoughts were on the commonplace – perhaps 
financial struggles, family issues, grief over a loss, remembrances of a joyful 
event, or even just worry about staying awake for their watch! The beauty of 
the Good News is that it came to the shepherds right where they were in life 
– physically and spiritually. They did not need special religious training nor did 
they need to be socially elite. They did not need to be in the temple nor a pal-
ace.

The same is true for us today. There is no corner of the world where God 
cannot find us, or any spiritual distance that is beyond divine reach – and the 
Good News of our Savior is for all who choose to receive it. When the shepherds 
heard the heavenly proclamation, they allowed their curiosity to compel them 
to seek out the Christ child. Having seen the child, they shared their experience 
with all they saw. This Advent season be open to being surprised afresh by the 
Good News – perhaps in an interaction with a stranger, a response to a song or 
as you look up at a starry dark night sky and consider God’s vast creation.  In 
whatever way we experience it, let us be sure to share with others the glorious 
Good News!

Children's
CHURCH

GBC

Children will be learning the following “Need to Know” truths:
December 4 — Jesus is God’s Promise
December 11 — Jesus is God with Us

December 18 — Jesus is the Best Gift Ever

Memory Verse
Every good and perfect gift is from God. James 1:17

You're Invited:
Children 5 years of age through 5th grade are invited 
to join us following Pastor Curt's Children's Sermon.
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DECEMBER

Youth gatherings on Sunday nights from 5:00-6:00 
p.m. provide a space for youth to connect, read scrip-
ture and apply it to their lives and enjoy some recre-
ational time. Discussions in November will cover the 
following topics:

December 4 
A Savior Gets a Name 

Jesus’ name tells us what we celebrate at Christmas.

December 11 
Mary Gets a Surprise 

Nothing is impossible with God.

December 18 
 Jesus is Born 

What do people do with Jesus at Christmas?

NIGHTS

Saturday, Jan. 7th 6:30 to 11 p.m.
Don’t Be Clueless! 

Join Us For A Suspenseful Murder Mystery 
Party and Other Lock-In Favorites.

Please RSVP to Pastor Sharon @ 804-467-9167 or 
sharcondrey@gmail.com no later than Dec 20th to 

receive further TOP SECRET instructions!

Over the next several Sundays, the Youth are 
collecting the following items for an appreciation 
basket that will be delivered to Fire Station 3. 
Collection Boxes will be place in the vestibule and 
in the New Life Building. Please help to show our 
appreciation for the firefighters who serve our 
community!

• Coffee Ground Coffee please, no K-cups

• Snacks cookies, chips, candy, beef jerky 
(individual single serving packages ideal)

• Sodas
• Gatorade
• Hand sanitizers
• Letters or cards of appreciation

Appreciation Basket
FIRE STATION 3

Murder Mystery Event

The GBC  
Christmas Card 

Post Office  
is Now Open.  

The “Post Office” is  
located in the New Life 
Building’s foyer. The last 

day to deliver cards is 
Sunday, 12/25/22 and the 
last day to pick up cards 

is Sunday, 1/1/23.
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Family Fun with a Purpose
Thank you to all of the families  who came made Advent 

Wreaths at our November Family Fun with a Purpose. 

December 2  C.J. Michels

December 5  Greg Nuckols

December 8  Rick Denning

December 9  Jim Fields

December 11  Nancy Nelson

December 14  Kevin French

December 15  Barbara Orrock

December 19  Emma Arnold
   Kendal Michels

December 21  Brenda Allen

December 24  Fannie Lou Melton

December 25  Jackie Powell

December 28  Marcialyn Ellis
   Lynn Hayes

December 29  Bobby Townsend

December 31  Phyllis Henley

B I RT H DAYS

D EC E M B E R

WELCOME
New Members Stuart and Brenda Durrett.
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Mary's Hope Chest
Years after the wondrous 
events that took place 
in Bethlehem, Mary and 
Joseph reminisce as they 
sort through a chest of 
times lovingly stored and 
saved over the years. 
Through narrative and 
song, they share the 
story of Jesus with a new 
generation.

SUNDAY 
December 11 

5:00 PM | MPR

CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Saturday, December 24 
5:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Join us for this beloved tradition  

as we celebrate the mystery  

and miracle of Christmas!
WACKY 
TACKY 

CHRISTMAS SWEATER PARTY

DEC. 16 • 6-9 P.M.

A Christmas Party  
for Children, Youth  
and their Families

14054 Pine Oak Lane, Montpelier Va.

RSVP by Tuesday, Dec. 13th – 804-467-9167.

Preschoolers, children, youth and their families are  
invited to a Christmas party hosted by Pastor Sharon. 

Prize for 
wackiest 
sweater.

Food, fun, 
games and 
fellowship!

Register for the Christmas Eve  
service on the church website.
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ConnectS U N D A Y

S U N D A Y  E V E N I N G S

SUNDAYS 5:00 PM-5:50 PM
FAMILY DINNER 6:00 PM

CHILDREN’S MUSIC, MISSIONS  
& MOVEMENT
Children ages preschool through fifth grade 
are invited to join Susan Angel for a time of 
music, mission activities and games.

STUDENT MINISTRY GATHERING
Students ages 6th grade through 12th grade 
are invited to gather for Bible study, games, 
and fellowship.

BIBLE READING GROUP
Join Pastor Curt and Ellen Melton as they 
facilitate a discussion group that is reading 
the Bible, from Genesis to Revelations, 
together in one year.  At the meetings we will 
reflect on the week’s readings. This is an open 
group – anyone is welcome to join at any point 
during the year and 
continue reading with 
us as long (or little) 
as they desire. This 
month’s readings are:

12/4/2022  
James 2—Jude 1

12/11/2022   
No Meeting

12/18/2022  
Revelation 1—22

12/25/2022  
No Meeting

The "Giving Map"
“The Lord said to them…you will receive power…and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all of Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:7-8 

Add extra joy to your celebration of Jesus’ birth through 
this special opportunity to give to those in need — in his 
name!  Whether it is giving to CARITAS to impact Richmond 
residents in need, to Disaster Relief to help this year’s flood 
victims from SW VA to Kentucky to Florida, or to one of the 
partnerships around the world established by Virginia Bap-
tists, help yourself and family/friends focus on giving the 
gift of compassion this Christmas.

During November and December, the “Giving Map” will al-
low our church family to choose from a variety of monetary 
gift options with a range of price points, each designed to 
meet a practical need around the world.  As needs are “pur-
chased”, the ornament depicting that particular need will 
be moved from the map to a Christmas tree AND the “pur-
chaser” will also be given an identical ornament for their 
personal tree OR to give as a gift in honor of someone else.  

The GBC Missions Development Committee will provide a 
giving guide that you can look over and prayerfully consider 
where your personal “…Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 
ends of the earth” will be for Christmas 2022.



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

  For the November Senior Outing GBC seniors toured the Virginia War Memorial and attended their Veterans Day 
Ceremony with Gov. Glenn Youngkin as the keynote speaker then enjoyed lunch afterwards at the Cracker Barrel.

November JOY Club & Senior Outing
NOTE: There will be no JOY Club meeting or Senior Outing in December. 

For the November JOY Club Shannon Gibson Brown entertained with her Patsy Cline tribute and accompanying her 
was Josh Wortham on the keyboard.  Lunch was provided by the Pickel Barrel.

GREETERS
December 4 Jeff & Dee Parrish

December 11 Jeff Parrish & Josh Padgett

December 18 Teresa Kessler & Diane Proctor

December 25 Jeff & Dee Parrish

USHERS
December 4 Hope Webb & Cameron Bassett

December 11 Diane Proctor & Justin Lingerfelt

December 18 Elizabeth Bowers & Nicole Lingerfelt

December 25 Jean Fields & Gerry Nuckols

DECEMBER
SUNDAY SERVING

SCHEDULE



DECEMBER 2022 PRAYER REQUESTS
Kelly and Bailey Anderson—Bailey is recovering from her 
November back surgery. Recovery time is 4-6 weeks. If you 
feel led to help the Andersons, contact the church office.

Allen Bowles—returned home following rehab after his 
surgery.

Frances Bradshaw—at the Laurels Convalescent Center.

Eva Childress—recovering from a recent fall.

Jackie Eby—living Vitality Living West End.

Frank and Janet Faudree—health concerns.

Carolyn Heath—living at the Discovery Village at the West 
End.

Scott Hobson—has multiple myeloma.   

Amos and Judy Johnson— have moved into Vitality Living 
Assisted Care. They welcome visits!

Connie Long

Hazel Melton—recovering from stroke at home.

Rebecca Michels—Recent test results show that radiation 
is working to shrink treated spots; however, there are 2 new 
spots, so Rebeccas has begun the more difficult chemo 
again.

Linda Moore—is staying at home per doctors’ instructions.

Barbara Orrock

Daisy Purcell—blood sugar issues

Amy Richardson (Gwen Padgett's aunt)—is in remission 
(although the cancer may return) and has one more chemo 
treatment scheduled in November.

Mary Stanley—placed on hospice care at Beth Shalom.

Wanda Waldrop—cancer has recurred and Wanda has 
begun chemotherapy once more. The family family is open 
to phone calls at this time.

Family & Friends of GBC Members

The Chesapeake Community—after the tragic gun violence 
at Walmart.

Jaimie Algood (37 year old friend of Sherry Rosen, wife and 
mother of 3)—dealing with rare and serious form of cancer; 
has been sent from VCU to Houston, TX for potential 
treatment.

John Bartlett—Linda Moore’s brother has C-Diff.

Julia Beaver (friend of Janet Myers)—has Crohn's Disease 
and significant weight loss.

Wanda Coppedge (friend of Diane Proctor’s son, Travis)—hit 
by forklift at work, has had 2 brain surgeries, and is in an 
induced coma.

Megan Curry and family (Nicole Lingerfelt’s cousin).

Danielle Dunkum (Pastor Sharon’s cousin’s 23 year old 
daughter)—recovering at home after accident.

Jerry Fanning (friend of Willy Hall and John Webb)—health 
concerns. 

Savannah Fortune (daughter of Jennifer Fortune, friend of 
many at GBC)—pray for her as she is on active duty in the 
US Navy.

Bill and Virginia Hayden (Gayle Stanley's parents)—health 
concerns.

Stephen Hill (brother of good friend of Gwen Padgett)—
cancer.

Neslihan Kocer (sister of Mike Nicholas’ friend John Kocer)—
fighting cancer and receiving chemotherapy in Turkey.

Linda Kellum (Rebecca Michels’ Mom)—went home at the 
end of April!

Maggie Vaughan Lawrence (Brenda French’s friend, a wife/
mother in her 30s)—Awaiting biopsy results after scans 
showed one small spot of cancer on her liver.

Phillip Nicklas (husband of Brenda French’s friend in 
Washington DC)—received stem cell transplant at UVA. SIde 
effects of chemo are bad. Plans to be discharged from the 
hospital this Sunday if blood looksok. For those of you with 
cancer / blood knowledge his neutrophils need to be 500 x 
3 days before he can go home. Right now they are very low. 
HIs Hgb and platelets are also very low. Him and his wife are 
thankful for our praying church.

Neal Purcell (David Purcell’s brother)—hospitalized for blood 
pressure issues.

Jay Ramsey (William and Lila Hicks’ son-in-law)—diagnosed 
with liver cancer. Please pray for the Jay and his wife Kim, as 
well as the entire Hicks family. 

Eddie Richardson (Gwen Padgett’s uncle)—recovering at 
home after recent hospitalization

Tami Ricketts’ mother has breast cancer at age 91.

Chick Sweeney (Kevin Dunne’s brother-in-law)—has been 
hospitalized with a “minor” stroke which mainly affects his 
speech which he finds very stressful, which drives his blood 
pressure beyond healthy limits.

Brian Sweeney  (son of Chick,see above)—continues to wait 
for a kidney transplant.

Dolly Vopelak—(Ken Stalls’ mother in NC) on hospice; just 
turned 98 years old.

CW Waldrop (brother of Ray Waldrop)—health concerns.

Sharon Wood—(Hazel Melton’s sister) health issues.

Mariam Egbal Yuen (Carla Yuen’s daughter-in-law)—
recovering from treatment for neuropathy.

Please email goochlandchurch@gmail.com with new prayer requests, changes to prayer requests, or to be added or 
removed from our Prayer Request Email List.
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