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CURT’S CORNER
Dr. Curt Kruschwitz

By this time, you’ve undoubtedly heard 
the good news! Following the latest CDC 
guidance and our governor’s lifting of 
mask and social distancing mandates, 
we have moved worship back into the 
sanctuary and resumed full slate of 
Sunday School classes. Almost fifteen 
months since the start of this pandem-
ic, we’re finally approaching something 
resembling normalcy again. We’re all ex-
cited.

Yet we know that things are still dif-
ferent.  We will never be the same after 
COVID-19. And that may very well be a 
good thing! All through the Bible, we see 
how God takes the trials we face and 
uses them to form us more into his im-
age. We’re beginning a new sermon se-
ries this week entitled Standing on the 
Banks: Wisdom from the Wilderness.  
We’ll be studying Deuteronomy 8, where 
Israel is standing on the banks of the 
Jordan, right across from the Promised 
Land.  Israel has just been through a cri-
sis of their own: they’ve been wander-
ing in the wilderness for 40 long years. 
With the Promised Land in sight, Moses 
reminds Israel of three lessons they’ve 
learned in the wilderness that will help 
prepare them for the future. As the pan-
demic loosens its grip on us, and we pre-
pare to return to a “new normal,” I think 
these lessons are important for us, too. 
I hope you’ll join us for worship in the 
sanctuary at 10:00 am – or if you prefer a 
setting with more social distancing, you 
can watch a live stream of the service in 
the multipurpose room at 10:00 am. As 
always, you can also join us by tuning in 
online from home.

One of the things I’m most excited 
about is that we’ll be opening two new 
Sunday School classes as we move in-

doors. David Angel will be leading an 
adult co-ed class, and Gwen Padgett 
will be leading an adult class for wom-
en. Both David and Gwen are excellent 
teachers, and these new classes will be 
blessed by them. John Webb continues 
to teach the senior class that’s been so 
faithfully meeting throughout the pan-
demic. Lynn Hayes and Hope Webb will 
restart their co-ed adult class, as will 
Wayne Melton, too. Susan Angel will be 
leading our children’s Sunday School, 
and Kelly Anderson will lead our stu-
dents in Sunday School. We’ve got a gift-
ed slate of teachers, and I’m grateful for 
their commitment to helping our church 
family diver deeper into scripture.

As we move inside, let me express my 
gratitude to all who’ve helped make out-
door worship possible. It’s no easy task. 
Mike Sale has troubleshooted our sound 
difficulties faithfully. I’m grateful for his 
willingness to help out at a moment’s 
notice. David and Susan Angel faithfully 
came at 9:00 am to set up for outdoor 
worship. George and Janet Koch worked 
tirelessly to keep our flowerbeds looking 
immaculate. Phil Egolf mows the grass 
for us each week. Angela Bassett and 
our deacons have coordinated greeting 
duties. It’s been fun to watch our church 
family use their gifts to enable us to wor-
ship. It has truly been a team effort.

I also want to thank Wayne Melton, 
Mike and Kathy Nicholas, Connie Jones, 
Tami Ricketts, and all the others who’ve 
helped make our Wednesday Night “To-
Go” dinners such a success. Week af-
ter week, they prepared home-cooked 
meals that grew so popular, towards the 
end of the spring, they were preparing 
over 100 meals each week. Thanks to our 
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Sunday Youth Nights  
@ 5:00-7:00 pm  

Starting Sunday June 13th,  
we will shift from Wednesday 

evening gatherings to  
Sunday evening gatherings. 

Youth Sunday School  
@ 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Our youth Sunday school class 
will be meeting after worship 

on Sundays in the youth Sunday 
school room. 

  
www.goochlandchurch.org/

students.

GBC Student 
Ministry
Kelly Anderson

Our graduates deserve a huge 
round of applause for making it 
through this challenging school 
year. Through months of social 
distancing, virtual learning, and 
mask wearing, they have final-
ly reached this important mile-
stone in their lives. The stressors 
through this year have been un-
imaginable for our students and 
their families. 

Now we celebrate all your hard 
work and accomplishments! As 
our graduates move into this 
next phase of life, we pray for 
wisdom and guidance for them 
and their families. May they al-
ways feel as if they have a church 
family who is here to walk with 
them through life, to celebrate 
future milestones, to be there 
for them when life’s challenges 
come along. 

Our prayer and blessing for our 
graduates comes from Micah 
6:8 which says “He has told you 
o mortal what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kind-
ness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?” 

CONGRATULATIONS   
TO OUR 2021 GRADUATES

Hunter Bailey
Hunter Bailey graduated from West 
Virginia University in December 
2020 with a degree in Forestry. He is 
currently working with Arbormetrix.

Luke Sale
Luke Sale is graduating from Patrick 
Henry High School. He will be 
entering into the workforce in the 
electrical field.  

Luke Melton
Luke Melton Graduated from the 
University of Virginia where he earned 
a Bachelors of Art in Environmental 
Science. 

Brooke Melton
Brooke Melton is graduating from 
Hanover High School. She has 
successfully passed the requirements 
exam of the National Healthcare 
Association, earning the certification 
of ExCPT Pharmacy Technician. Brooke 
has been accepted to the VCU School 
of Arts.   

Maddy Sale
Maddy Sale is graduating from 
Patrick Henry High School. She 
will be attending James Madison 
University where she will be 
majoring in engineering.  

Jonathan Spaulding
Jonathan Spaulding is graduating 
from Virginia Tech with a double 
major in Communications and 
Multi-media Journalism.  



Deacon Minutes
Michael David Nicholas

Edited By Daphene Longenecker

My wife and I came to Gooch-
land Baptist Church in June 2019 
and Pastor Curt was presenting a 
summer series on saints. It kept 
everyone on the edge of our seats 
on the intimate lives of real life 
saints and described how they 
were actually human. We had just 
left an Episcopal Church because 
we felt they had strayed from the 
Gospel. Goochland Baptist and 
its people were so refreshing. We 
instantly fell in love with GBC — 
me first, my wife Kathy shortly 
later.  

That summer, Stuart must 
have developed and nurtured 
a bumper crop of strawberries.  
On our very first Sunday to vis-
it, as we walked toward the his-
toric sanctuary, Stuart opened 
the trunk of his car, reached in 
and offered freshly handpicked 
strawberries to us. My wife's eyes 
twinkled, as strawberries are her 
favorite spring berry. She could 
eat her weight in strawberries! 
We exchanged a lengthy conver-
sation: What were our names? 
Was this our first visit? Did we 
come from another church? (I felt 
like Stuart had to qualify us be-
fore we entered HIS Church.) 

When we came back the fol-
lowing Sunday and headed to the 
sanctuary, there was Stuart with 
his arm stretched out and a HUGE 
SMILE on his face.  He waved 
us over with great visible plea-
sure and opened his trunk again, 
reached in, and gave us another 
basket of strawberries. However, 
this time the only words he spoke 
were "Because We Came Back."  
Ever since then I have called him 
the Great Church Ambassador 
and even introduced visitors and 
friends to the newly minted name 

of the Great Church Ambassador.     
But is Stuart not the Great 

Church Ambassador? After fur-
ther examination I believe Stuart 
to be much more important to 
the church and God. He is actually 
a disciple!!! A disciple is described 
simply as someone who believes 
in Jesus and seeks to follow him 
in his or her daily life. Originally, of 
course, a disciple was someone 
who literally knew Jesus in the 
flesh and followed him — but af-
ter he was taken up into heaven, 
anyone who was committed to 
Jesus was called a disciple.

Is there another Great Church 
Ambassador at Goochland Bap-
tist Church? YES!! IT IS YOU! There 
are many ministry opportunities 
for you at GBC. Please ask your 
Deacon for help. She/he would be 
more than happy to guide you to-
ward ministry opportunities and 
help you accept the challenge. 
Jesus says it best in Mark 10:45.  
“For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for 
many.”

kitchen crew for their hard work and dedica-
tion.  

As the pandemic restrictions continue to 
be lifted, we’ll be looking for creative ways 
to offer even more opportunities for fellow-
ship and spiritual growth. Our committees 
are planning some church and community 
gatherings that will help celebrate summer. 
Our student ministry is moving to its sum-
mer schedule, which will include Sunday night 
youth group. If you have an idea for a ministry 
for our church, I hope you’ll share it! We want 
to celebrate and engage our community even 
more, now that we’re able.  

Because that’s our calling. Restrictions have 
been lifted. The Promised Land is in sight. 
Let’s celebrate that and follow God’s Spirit 
into the “new normal.”

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
June 1 Frances Childress 
  Margaret Marquis

June 2 Gwen Padgett

June 3  Matthew Chisholm

June 5 Lois Grissom

June 6 Kristy Murren

June 8 Wayne Ford 
  Jordan Padgett

June 9 Vonnie Dabney

June 10 Fredrick Dabney

June 11 Jeff Parrish

June 12 Hannah Hobson

June 14 Misty Colgin 
  Ava Henley 
  Amy Robinson

June 16 Tami Ricketts

June 20 David Denton 
  Connie Jones

June 23 Allen Colgin

June 25 Duncan Taylor

June 26 Maryanne Henley

June 27 Owen Murren

June 30 Rick Murren
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Stuart Melton, 18 in June 1951.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS TO GO
Thank you to our kitchen crew for all their hard work cooking and preparing our Wednesday Night Dinners To Go. 

Don't forget, there will be no Wednesday night activities in June (EXCEPT GBC Students, who will continue to meet on 
Wednesdays until June 9). We will be taking a break during the summer months and will resume in September.

JUNE MISSION PROJECT
Join us for our GBC GoochlandCares volunteer day 

on June 26 at 9:00 a.m. We need 10-12 volunteers to 
help clean the Food Pantry (4 volunteers), pull tick-
ets in the Clothes Closet (4 volunteers), and pick up 
Clothes Closet donations from bins (2 or 4 volunteers 
with a large vehicle).

If you would like to volunteer, please RSVP to Shan-
non Wilson at shannonwilson3@mac.com by June 20.  

THANK YOU!
GBC Family,

I sincerely thank you for your love shown in all ways —
with cards, calls, and special prayers in my great loss of 
Arlene and Wayne Parent (sister and brother-in-law) due to 
COVID-19. Thank you for continued prayers.

    God bless,
    Hazel Melton

GBC, 
The note below is from South Anna Elementary School 

counselor, Shelley Cray. The “blessing bags” were delivered 
to SAES every 2 weeks. In the bags were non perishable 
goods, cleaning supplies and some fresh fruit or vegetables. 
This was a wonderful ministry and am thankful that we 
were able to help in a time of need!

    — Shannon Wilson

Dear Shannon and church members, 
It is hard to put into words how truly grateful we are for 

all that you have done to help our families in need. The time, 
effort, and money you have invested is appreciated more 
than you know. Your blessing bags have made such a dif-
ference in the lives of our families, and we want to thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts. Your thoughtfulness and 
generosity are such a testimony to not only the families 
that received the food bags - but also to the staff members 
that witness this spirit of servant-hood. May God bless you 
and again, many, many thanks.

    — Mrs. Cray & SAES staff



GBC
The end is in sight: after almost 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, the people of Israel camp out on the banks of 
the Jordan River, overlooking the long-awaited Promised Land.  But before they enter, their leader, Moses, gives them 
a spiritual prep course – the book of Deuteronomy --  to prepare them for what’s ahead.  We haven’t been wandering 
for 40 years, but for many of us, the past year has felt like a wilderness.  As restrictions are lifted and we look forward 
to the new normal, we’ll do well to reflect on God’s word to Israel as they stood on the banks of their new normal in 
Deuteronomy.   Join us in June as we consider God’s wisdom for preparing for the new normal.

CURRENT SERMON SERIES

WISDOM 
WILDERNESS

STANDING ON THE BANKS:

FROM 
THE

LIVE
STREAM

SUNDAYS @ 10:00 AM

To watch, visit Youtube.com and  
search “Goochland Baptist Church” or  

follow the link at www.goochlandchurch.org  
and in our weekly emails.

SUNDAY SERVING SCHEDULE
GREETERS

06  Mike Nicholas and David Angel

13    Jeff Parrish and Diane Proctor

20      Jim Fields Angela Bassett

27    Mike Nicholas and Jeff Parrish

LEAD USHER
06   Jim Field

13     Stuart Melton

20    John Webb

27    Keith Spaulding
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Sunday Schedule
10:00 am   Sanctuary Worship
10:00 am   Multipurpose Room Worship (Video of Sanctuary Worship)
11:00 am    Sunday School  (Adult classes and a children’s class)

Will GBC require masks?
No. The CDC suggests that fully vaccinated people need not wear masks, and Governor Northam has eliminated the mask 
mandate. However, we welcome the wearing of masks for those who feel more comfortable wearing them. In addition, 
following CDC guidance, we encourage everyone who is not fully vaccinated to wear a mask.

Will GBC require social distancing?
No. Governor Northam is removing all capacity and gathering restrictions on May 28. However, we do encourage those who 
are not fully vaccinated to distance themselves from others, following CDC guidance. 

Will we sing?
Yes. We will worship through song in our sanctuary worship.

What if I’m not yet comfortable in an environment that includes singing and sitting close to others?
In our Multipurpose Room, we will offer a live-stream of our sanctuary worship for those in our church family who feel safer 
in a setting without singing and with more space to spread out. In addition, we will continue to live stream our services on 
You Tube, so you may worship with us from home.

Will there be childcare?
We will offer a nursery for children ages 4 and under.  Our nursery workers will be fully vaccinated.  Children will not be 
required to wear masks, though they are certainly free to if they choose.

What Sunday School classes will be offered at 11:00 am?
Adult Co-ed Class — led by John Webb
Adult Co-ed Class — led by David Angel
Women’s Class — led by Gwen Padgett
Youth Class — led by Kelly Anderson
Preschool and Children’s Class — led by Susan Angel

Will other Sunday School classes open in the future?
Yes. The following classes will begin at 9:00 am (note different time) on Sunday, June 6:
Adult Co-ed Class — led by Wayne Melton
Adult Co-ed Class — led by Lynn Hayes and Hope Webb

JOIN US FOR
INDOOR WORSHIP
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Jerry Anderson—had a pacemaker put in. 
Allen Bowles—health concerns.
Doug Brandmahl—health issues. 
Debbie Dunlavey—cancer. 
Jackie Eby—Brookdale. 
Janet Faudree—health concerns. 
Ed Hayes—recovering from a successful eye surgery last 
week.
Carolyn Heath—home from rehab. 
Lila Hicks—recovering from knee replacement and now is 
dealing some hip issues. 
Scott Hobson—continued prayers that his cancer remains 
low and continues to respond to treatment.
Janet Koch—recovering from knee replacement surgery.  
Connie Long
Daphne Longenecker—hospitalized for more foot problems; 
no calls or visits, please.
Hazel Melton—having some trouble with an eye issue.
Rebecca Michels—undergoing chemo again. 
Linda Moore—has been in and out of the hospital. 
Rick Murren—recovering from hospitalization. 
Vicky Parrish—has moved to Beth Shalom for rehab. 
following her successful leg surgery last week.
Lee Proffitt—caring for her husband, Jim, who has been 
moved to Beth Shalom.
Adelaide Stanley—doing PT at her new residence at Beth 
Shalom.
Mary Stanley—Beth Shalom. 
Ralph Taylor—recovering from knee replacement surgery on 
Monday, April 19.
Wanda Waldrop 
Bob White—health concerns. 
 
Family & Friends of GBC Members 
Amy Richardson (Gwen Padgett’s aunt) – spent two nights 
in hospital after a heart attack last week and is now 
recovering at home.
John Bartlett—Linda Moore’s brother has C-Diff.
Dorothy Ball (Jim Fields’ sister)—has been moved to rehab 
in Fredericksburg, VA. 
Roger Bourgeois—(Linda Moore’s uncle) exposed to Covid. 
Has other health issues and a disabled daughter he cares 
for. 
Diandra Camacho – prayers for arthritis and its treatment 
Jim Crews—(Carla Yuen’s neighbor & friend) had a 
cancerous tumor removed from his neck. 
Buck Cunningham—(Cindy Alvis’ father) had shoulder
Joan Dwyer (Lauren MacBlane’s mother in Alexandria, VA)—
had colon cancer surgery on May 18 in Alexandria.

Audrey Geraci (Denise and Gerard Huff’s niece) stage 4 
mestastic melanoma. She is 36 years old and has three 
young children. UPDATE: latest MRI scans showed no 
cancer, lesions, or scarring from treatment.  
Mackenzie Green (High school friend of Caroline Bassett)—
in a bad car accident and is in ICU. 
Clarence Hall Jr. and Carol Hall, his wife; kin to Willy Hall 
and Hazel Melton. 
Janice Hanner—undergoing treatment, pancreatic cancer. 
Lucina Heath (Betsy Alvis’ sister) )—in hospital with 
COVID-19 and pneumonia.
Margaret Holland (a member of the community) she 
suffered a stroke. 
Dan and Sherry Kittelson—Kitt Townsend’s newlywed 
brother and sister-in-law.  
Caroline Laughorn—(friend of Kelly Anderson) diagnosed 
with Leukemia for the 4th time at age 20.
Mae Higgs—has completed the first round of daily 
treatment for Leukemia and is now three weeks into a 
28 week, five day per week protocol.  Doctors say the 
treatments have a better than 95% success rate. 
James Matthews (16 month old child, grandson of Forrest 
Matthews, a close friend of Mike Nicholas)—battling 
leukemia.
Rebecca Michels’ Mom
John Nichols (Father-in-law of Gale Chaisson’s daughter, 
Michelle)—received good news that tumor in throat doesn’t 
look like cancer. 
Gwen Nuckols (Iris Nuckols’ sister-in-law)—recovering from 
surgery. 
Mrs. Calvin Porter diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. 
Rhonda Powell—friend of Daphne Longenecker, has 
esophageal cancer.
Jeannie Purvis (Sandra Nuckols’ niece)—just diagnosed with 
liver cancer . 
Tami Ricketts’ mother has breast cancer at age 91. 
Heather Slaytor (Selma Herweyer’s daughter)—recovering 
from COVID-19; was released from hospital last Thursday 
and is home resting on oxygen. They expect her to be 
incapacitated for a couple of more weeks.
Kellee Thurston (friend of Cindy Alvis)—recovering at home.  
Her new kidney and liver are working!
Dolly Vopelak—Ken Stalls’ mother in NC. 
Nell West—(Aunt of Audrey Nuckols and Lois Lane) 
recovering from surgery. 
Sharon Wood—Hazel Melton’s sister, health issues.

Our Sympathy…
Charles and Jane Nuckols—for the death of his daughter, 
Barbara Tester, last week.  A celebration of life will be held 
at her home on Saturday, June 19, from 2:00-6:00 pm.

Please email goochlandchurch@gmail.com with new prayer requests, changes to prayer requests,  
or to be added or removed from our Prayer Request Email List.

J U N E  2 0 2 1


